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Men's religious needs were never so intense as now, and 
the minister who strives to naeet them will not find 'that 
the pulpit has a loosening hold on the people. — A. P. Pea- 
body, D.D, 

Never was there a greater call in all parts of this country 
for thoroughly equipped clergymen than now, and never was 
the position given to such clergymen more honorable and 
influential. — Ex-President Andrew D. White. 

The pulpit should be a mount of vision. The living soul 
utters oracles there. — O. B. Frothingham. 

As to the Christian ministry to-day, in its better and freer 
forms, it is easy to see that it answers thoroughly the three 
fundamental conditions of an attractive and noble calling : (i) 
the line of promotion in it is open indefinitely ; (2) it gives an 
American a great opportunity; and (3) it compels a man to 
enlarge his life from year to year, even from day to day. 
Indeed, I should say in addition to this that it seems to me 
there is no other calling open to a young man which combines 
in the preliminary studies by which one enters into its exer- 
cise, so much of all those lines of study, thought, and fore- 
look which are most interesting to young men of courage. — 
Edward Everett Hale, D.D. 

Material well-being has wonderfully increased, but it was 
never plainer than it is at the present time that *^ man does not 
live by bread alone." The calhng of the preacher is more 
difficult now than it ever was ; but it is also loftier, and it 
ought to be more attractive. — President Charles W. Eliot. 



THE LIBERAL CHRISTIAN MINISTRY AS 
A CALLING FOR YOUNG MEN. 



All young men have to face the question of a 
calling in life. They are, of course, deeply desirous 
to choose wisely. They know that a large part of the 
failures that are to be met with in the world are due 
to mistaken selections of vocations. They know that 
the comfort, satisfaction, usefulness, success, of their 
own future, must depend largely upon whether or 
not they shall make right choices. 

I wish in the following pages to call the attention 
of earnest, able, noble-minded young men to a call- 
ing which I believe is worthy of their careful atten- 
tion, — a calling which, within a comparatively recent 
time, has risen into unwonted importance, attractive- 
ness, and promise, — one which is not overcrowded, 
as most other callings are, while at the same time it 
offers to superior natures entering it possibilities of 
influence and noble usefulness in the world unsur- 
passed, if not unequalled, as I believe, by any other 
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profession whatever. It is the Liberal Christian 
Ministry. 

I say the Liberal Christian ministry rather than 
the Unitarian^ because I wish to speak of the larger 
thing. Unitarians form only one division of the 
Liberal Christian army ; but what I shall say will 
apply essentially as well to other divisions, as Uni- 
versalists, Liberal Friends, and Independents, and to 
some extent to the more progressive wing of some 
of the so-called orthodox bodies, as the Broad Church 
Episcopalians and the Andover Congregationalists. 

And I say Liberal Christian rather than simply 
Christian^ because the Liberal ministry marks a new 
type of ministry, just as Liberal Christianity marks 
a new type of Christianity. So that entering the 
ministry in Liberal Christian churches is a very 
different thing from entering the ministry in the 
old bodies. Its credentials are different ; its gospel 
is largely different ; the motives to which it appeals 
are diflEerent; its theory of life is different; its 
conception of its function is in important respects 
different. 

Of course, it has much in common with the old ; 
but it has much that is new and radically other than 
the old. 

Hence objections that may exist in the minds of 
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AS A CALLING FOR YOUNG MEN 9 

any against the ministry conceived of according to 
the old type do not necessarily hold as applied to the 
ministry of the new type, with its larger outlooks, its 
freer air, its broad and fearless applications of reason 
to religion, its nobler conceptions of God and human 
nature and human destiny, its appeal from the inspi- 
rations of two or three thousand years ago to thp 
inspirations of to-day, its larger and more rational 
views of the Church, of salvation, of life, and of the 
whole place and office of religion in the world. 

I do not wonder that there are prejudices in the 
minds of many young men against entering the min- 
istry under the old and still dominant ideas of the 
ministry and the church and religion. Every little 
while we hear the cry of mourning raised by the 
denominations around us because so many of their 
brightest young men prefer secular callings, because 
a smaller and smaller proportion of the graduates of 
the older and leading colleges of the country seem 
to be choosing the ministry. But there is nothing 
strange in all this. There are reasons for it. Some 
of these reasons are not very high or noble perhaps. 
As for example, — many young men who have in 
them possibilities of better things get carried away 
by the tide of practical materialism that runs so high 
in our day, and plunge into a life of eager, restless, 
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Selfish pursuit of money. Others are won by the 
less sordid allurements of letters, art, journalism, 
politics, pedagogy, law, medicine, science. These 
avenues of activity are powerful competitors of the 
ministry, and doubtless always will be. And yet, 
legitimately, they ought not to be so powerful com- 
petitors as they are to-day ; or, rather, to-day the min- 
istry, as compared with those other callings, stands 
at a disadvantage which it ought not to suffer and 
will not always suffer. This disadvantage grows out 
of the fact that it is generally associated in the 
thought of young men with the preaching and de- 
fence of the old creeds and theologies, which so large 
a proportion of the more intelligent young men of 
the time have either thrown away or are growing 
increasingly doubtful about. Young men of any 
spirit want freedom, and not bondage ; they believe 
in the enlightenment of the nineteenth century rather 
than the mediaevalism of the centuries when the 
creeds were made. And so they hesitate about en- 
tering a calling, noble and attractive though it be in 
many respects, in which they fear they cannot stand 
erect and be their full selves. And who shall say 
they are not right ? The young man is to be hon- 
ored who chooses literature or law or business rather 
Jh^n the ipipistry, if to enter the ministry he must 
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subscribe to a single thing which he believes to be 
untrue or which he even seriously doubts. He does 
the more religious thing in choosing the so-called 
secular calling where he can be honest rather than 
the supposed " religious " one where in any degree 
he must be dishonest. So that the really thought- 
ful and earnest portions of the community ought 
not wholly to deprecate or even regret -^ rather 
ought they to have considerable sympathy with — 
the feelings and motives in the minds of many of 
the young men of our day which take them into 
other callings in preference to the Christian min- 
istry. 

But how lamentable it is that the noblest of all 
callings, which exists for the purpose of helping the 
world toward honesty and truth, should ever hav^ 
associated with it any conditions whose influence 
could be to encourage pretense, or to suppress that 
freedom of thought without which the attainment of 
truth is impossible ! How much to be regretted is 
it that the ministry should not be a calling which 
young men would recognize at once as the place 
where, of all places, they would find it most natural 
and most expected of them to be their largest, truest 
selves ; where honesty and truth-seeking would be 
most honored ; where their best powers of reason 
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would find full and unhindered scope; where no 
knowledge would be tabooed ; where the largest pos- 
sible endowments of intellect and conscience and 
spirit would find employ and welcome in the work of 
lifting the world up to a nobler life ! Just this is 
what the Christian ministry everywhere ought to be. 
This is what it is some day going to be. 

Nor is what I say solely prediction. A transfor- 
mation has already begun, at least in the ministry of 
Protestant Christendom. That ministry is nowhere 
what it was fifty or even twenty years ago. An ideal 
more in harmony with the growing light of our mod- 
ern age is rising before it. If, in general, the advance 
is not great, in some directions it is considerable. 
Indeed, in several quarters the new ideal is already 
the recognized ideal. In several groups of churches, 
the ministry is already understood to stand for essen- 
tially this. And here, therefore, of course young 
men, in being invited to enter the ministry, are in- 
vited to nothing less noble and free and high than 
all this. What groups of churches are these .? I need 
hardly say they are those already named, which I 
class under the general name of Liberal Christian. 

Let me state in brief what seem to me some of 
the more important inducements for young men to 
enter the Liberal Christian ministry. 
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As preliminary, the fact may be noticed that there 
is room in it. 

Most of the professions are overcrowded ; some, 
as medicine and law, are very greatly overcrowded. 
It is not so with this. Nor is it soon likely to be. 
And this consideration is worthy of attention ; for, if 
any man is going to work in this world, he must have 
a place. 

I do not mean that the ready-made places for 
young ministers in the liberal bodies are very numer- 
ous, — not so numerous, perhaps, as in some of the 
older and larger orthodox bodies. And yet even the 
ready-made places, or places as pastors of established 
churches, are not few, when we take all the liberal 
churches together, — Unitarian, Universalist, Inde- 
pendent, — and the large and growing number of 
churches still connected with orthodox denomina- 
tions which have become so advanced in liberal 
views as to be unwilling to have any minister who 
is not distinctly rational and liberal in his thought. 
So that, as a fact, earnest and able young men who 
desire to enter the liberal pulpit, and are fitted for 
the place, do not, as a rule, have much difficulty in 
finding pulpits. And every year the places open to 
such are more numerous, — partly because of the 
steady progress that is being made in the work 
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of organizing liberal churches by the missionary 
agencies of the liberal denominations, and partly 
because the number of so-called orthodox churches 
that are growing liberal, and therefore that desire 
liberal preaching, is increasing every year. 

But this is not all. There is another kind of de- 
mand that is larger still, — indeed, that is practically 
unlimited. It is for young men of ability and cour- 
age to plant, independently, and on their own respon- 
sibility, Liberal Christian churches in places where 
they do not now exist The cities and larger towns 
of this whole land — nay, of the English-speaking 
world, and even of countries far beyond that, as on 
the continent of Europe and in India and Japan — 
are ripe for such a rational, humane, practical, and 
uplifting religion as Liberal Christianity is. It is 
not extravagant to say that the places are to be 
counted by the hundred in this country alone, where 
able young ministers, with even as much of perse- 
verance and self-sacrifice as the average young law- 
yer or f)hysician has to exercise in order to get 
himself well established, could plant strong, influen- 
tial, self-supporting, liberal churches. 

The young lawyer or doctor expects to economize, 
and even pinch, for a time, while he is getting him- 
self established and becoming known in the com- 
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munity ; and, if he finds himself earning a livelihood 
at the end of two or three years, he thinks himself 
doing well. A young liberal minister of ability, who 
is single, and therefore able to begin without much 
salary, and who is willing to plant himself down, to 
stay, in almost any one of hundreds of our cities or 
larger towns, and to work and wait in a similar way, 
may count on no greater hardships than the young 
doctor or lawyer cheerfully undergoes, and on quite 
as early attaining a reasonably good support. And 
when he is once established, with a good church 
gathered about him, he has a place for life if he 
wishes it, and a place, too, of influence and honor*, 
and opportunities for large and enduring usefulness, 
certainly not second to that of any man in the com- 
munity, be he lawyer, physician, teacher, editor, or 
any other. 

This, then, is what I mean when I say there is 
room in the Liberal Christian ministry. There is 
already a very considerable number, and a steadily 
increasing number, of liberal churches already organs 
ized, to be supplied with pastors. For this service, 
there is a call for an ever-increasing number of young 
men. But, beyond this, practically the whole field 
of the enlightened world is ready for our gospel. 
Young men are wanted everywhere as heralds of 
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that gospel ; and, if they are able and worthy, they 
will find support. 

But, in addition to there being room in the liberal 
ministry, the calling is one in nearly every way 
desirable^ — I mean measured by the better standards 
that we apply to other professions. Even if we lay 
aside the thought of doing good, and simply look 
about us for a calling in which one may make the 
most of himself, in health, happiness, growth, attain- 
ment, place in the esteem and affection of others, all 
those things which go to make life large, many-sided, 
rich, it is questionable if any other profession or 
calling surpasses, even if any equals, this. 

1. Beginning on the lowest plane, that of the 
physical, it is worthy of mention that the ministry 
is an eminently healthy calling. Statistics show that 
in hardly any vocation is the loss of time by sickness 
less, or the average duration of life greater. This, 
though generally unthought of, is by no means an 
unimportant matter. 

2. The social advantages afforded by the liberal 
ministry are nearly everywhere of the best. As a 
rule, in this country, to the minister and his family, 
of every denomination, an excellent place in society 
is assigned. To be sure, in many a place, m matters 
religious the liberal minister will find himself ostra- 
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cized. But rarely is bigotry able to stamp itself very 
strongly upon social life. The single fact that the 
literature and science and growing intelligence of 
the age are so largely on his side insures him in the 
community a position of respect and influence. 

3. The Liberal Christian ministry is a calling 
which, perhaps more than any other learned pro- 
fession except that of the scientist, leads naturally 
to a companionship with and knowledge of nature. 
To the new and higher religious thought of our 
time, nature is distinctly a part of God's, revelation. 
Woods, flowers, fields, mountains, waters, skies, stars, 
as well as the utterances of old-time prophets, are all 
leaves in the great book of the world's true and 
divine scriptures ; and to these, as well as to those, 
the teacher of rational religion is bidden to go for 
joy, for instruction, for inspiration. 

4. So, too, the liberal ministry leads naturally to 
the study of man, human nature, human life. Its 
thought of human nature is very high. It sees not 
in man a ruin, — a being fallen from a high estate 
which he can never recover, — but a child of God, 
needing to be helped upward to a fuller under- 
standing of what the divine possibilities in him are. 
This view naturally stimulates to the study of man 
and life as something interesting, attractive, worthy. 
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Moreover, the liberal minister has exceptionally favor- 
able opportunities for such study. His calling nat- 
urally leads him into contact with life in a very wide 
variety of manifestations, in young and old, rich and 
poor, the happy, the sad, the fortunate, the unfortu- 
nate, the virtuous, the vicious. Thus is the vocation 
peculiarly rich in both incentives to and opportuni- 
ties for knowledge in the whole range of human 
nature. 

5. Not less is to be said of it as regards its literary 
opportunities and privileges. Nowhere do the best 
and noblest books of the world find a more fitting 
place than in the library of him whose calling it is 
to preach the gospel of God*s universal inspiration 
and ever-growing revelation. In the very nature of 
the case, to no man does all high truth more nat- 
urally belong than to him. It is by no means with- 
out significance that so large a part of the best 
literature of our age is the product of Liberal 
Christianity. Liberal Christianity is favorable to 
literature because it is favorable to freedom, and 
because it believes all truth to be sacred. It is 
doubtful if any other calling leads its votaries so 
constantly to drink at the fresh fountains of the 
world's most inspiring thought. 

Now all these are recommendations, that are not 
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light and inconsiderable, of the Liberal Christian 
ministry: a profession uncrowded; prospects the 
best for health and prolonged years ; excellent social 
advantages ; and a calling which leads naturally and 
all the while in the midst of nature, with its lessons 
and companionships; amid human life, with its 
wealth of experiences and possibilities; and amid 
literature, the noblest in the world. 

Young men casting about for a life-work may well 
ask themselves, In what other calling are so many 
advantages, and so high ones, combined as here ? 

And yet, after all, not in any of these things does 
the real glory of the liberal ministry lie. These are 
considerations, it is true, that need not be despised ; 
and yet others rise so much above them, for the 
really noble mind, that these must, by comparison, 
iseem very small and poor. The considerations that 
have been named so far end in self. But the glory of 
the Christian ministry, in all its branches, and cer- 
tainly not less the liberal than any other, is that it 
has its existence for ends distinctly above and beyond 
itself. The glory of Christianity is its cross, — the 
world's most tragic and impressive symbol of self- 
sacrificing love. The glory of the Christian ministry 
is that it is a love-calling. Its motto is that word of 
Jesus, "It is more blessed to give than to receive.'* 
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It need not despise meat and drink ; but its thought 
must ever be, " Is not the life more than meat ? " 
The great inducement rising above every other, to 
be held before noble young men, for them to enter 
the Liberal Christian ministry, is that it is a calling 
iwhich offers large and exceptional opportunities for 
the highest and best service to God and humanity. 
Inducements worthier than this there cannot be. 
Where is the young man who, when he is his truest 
self, does not feel it so ? 

This, then, is the real ground of appeal for the 
Christian ministry. This is the final standard by 
which it must be weighed. Not its mere literary or 
social attractions, or even its facilities for self-cult- 
ure, considerable as all these may be, but its oppor- 
tunities to do good, to bless men, to forget self in 
larger interests, to help make truth prevail on the 
earth, to lift up the world to a higher and better life, 
— nothing less than Ms is what the ministry of 
Liberal Christianity really means; and he who is 
not equal to this — he whose aims and aspirations in 
life stop with ease, enjoyment, wealth, personal ad- 
vancement, ambitions that centre in self, — should 
pass on to some other calling, and not presume to 
enter the sacred precincts of the pulpit. But we 
need not fear to stake the future of the ministry on 
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these high tests. The noblest young men of this 
age, the young men whom the ministry wants, are 
not asking for ease or self-indulgence. They are 
asking for opportunities to do strong, earnest, 
worthy work, of a kind that will tell permanently 
for the world's progress and elevation. Says Car- 
lyle: "They wrong man greatly who say he is to 
be seduced by ease. Difficulty, abnegation, mar- 
tyrdom, death, are the allurements that act on the 
heart of man. Kindle the inner genial life of him, 
and you have a flame that burns up all lower con- 
siderations." 

I believe this to be profoundly true, especially of 
young men. They do not ask for ease: they ask 
for something worthy of their powers. 

But in what ways does the Christian ministry 
offer to young men opportunities for doing good } If 
it opens doors of permanent and valuable service of 
God and man, what are they } 

I answer : The minister of the new and enlarging 
Christianity that is coming to the world has four 
different and somewhat distinct avenues of influence 
open before him, all of them important, all of them 
containing possibilities of the very highest kind of 
usefulness to his generation. One is theologicaly 
one is ethicaly one is philanthropic ^ one is spiritual 
BXid personal. Let us look at each of these in turn. 
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I. First, the Liberal Christian minister has a theo- 
logical work to do in our time, which is of very great 
importance. In some quarters there is a cry against 
theology. But it is a shallow cry. What a think- 
ing age wants is not no theology, but a true theology. 
For what is theology.^ It is simply reason applied 
to the most weighty and pressing subjects of human 
thought. Nc^f to be interested in theology, therefore, 
rightly understood, is not to be rational, — nay, it is 
not to be interested in life ; for theology is the deeper 
philosophy of life, — life's meaning, life's worth, life's 
responsibilities and relations, life's consummation 
and outcome. There are no questions of our time so 
vital as those of theology. Well does ex-President 
Porter of Yale say : " The Physicist, the Evolution- 
ist, and the Agnostic of the present day are all theo- 
logians, speculating, affirming and denying, concern- 
ing matter and mind, duty and sin, the mystery of 
the universe, its origin, its end, and its signification. 
Is there anything beyond the present } and, if so, 
what is it } Is there any life besides the life in the 
body? and, if there is, what is its nature, its evi- 
dence, and the conditions of living it well t " 

The truth is there never was a time when there 

was so much theological thinking going on in the 

'World as now. Man must have religion or die, — 
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die bewildered, hopeless, heart-broken. But, if relig- 
ion is to endure in an age like ours; it must have 
a rational basis in thought. The old solutions of 
the great problems of religion furnished to Christen- 
dom by Augustine, Anselm, and Calvin, in the light 
of our modern age have broken down. What is to 
take their place? What is to prevent a general 
collapse of religious faith } These are the questions 
which all Christendom — yes, and many a people out- 
side of Christendom — are asking with an eagerness 
that is pathetic and startling. Here is where ap- 
pears the vital character of the work to be done by 
the Liberal Christian minister as a teacher of relig- 
ion. He sees dawning on the world a religious phi- 
losophy which, as he believes, gives evidence of 
being able to take the place of that which is giving 
way, — rational, where the old is irrational ; ethically 
pure and high, where the old is often ethically un- 
worthy; spiritual, where the old is often grossly 
material ; broad, open to light, in harmony with 
science ; resting on foundations solid as the rectitude 
of man's faculties and deep as the nature of things ; 
conserving all the good of the past and open to all 
the progress of the future; keeping God, and God 
conceived of more nobly because more rationally 
than ever before ; keeping woi:ship, and worship pu- 
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rifled and lifted up into something better than that 
of the past; keeping the immortal hope, enlarged 
and ennobled ; keeping the Bible, all that is helpful 
in it, and not fearing to accept, either, for religious 
uses, all other helpful scriptures ; keeping Jesus, not, 
indeed, as an impossible combination of God and 
man, but, better, as an illustration of humanity at 
its finest and divinest, — an incomparable teacher 
and leader of men in the things of the spirit ; keep- 
ing the church, loosed from the bonds of ecclesiasti- 
cal tradition, and bidden to rise and do for the world 
the living work of to-day; keeping a faith — nay, 
rising to a faith — such as the past has known too 
little of, in an all-ruling Wisdom and Righteousness 
and Love in the universe, guiding worlds and men 
alike to good. 

I say the Liberal Christian minister sees dawn- 
ing on the world a new religious philosophy, which 
means all this ; and his calling is that of herald of 
that philosophy. To him it is given, amid the dark- 
ness and confusion and overturnings and despairs of 
our time, when so much is giving way upon which 
men had built their fondest hopes, to go forth to his 
fellows with the calm, strong, high assurance that 
all is yet well: though what was thought to be 
foundations fail, other foundations appear which are 
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firm ; and broader and deeper foundations, too, upon 
which may be built higher hopes and better faiths 
for mankind. 

This is what I mean when I speak of the impor- 
tance of the theological work which the Liberal 
Christian minister has to do for the world. Can one 
think of any work of higher or more enduring use- 
fulness ? 

2. But, in addition to his theological work, he has 
also an ethical work of scarcely less moment. Of 
course, ethics and theology, in the rational and noble 
sense in which Liberal Christianity understands the- 
ology, join, and, on one side, merge into each other. 
And yet they are not to be thought of as the same. 
A true and complete theology will be ethical ; and no 
theology that is true can be contra-ethical, or in any 
way antagonistic to ethics. But a theology may be 
true as far as it goes, and yet not be ethical ; that 
is, it may stop short of the ethical, thus leaving it- 
self a fragment, a one-sided thing. As Martineau 
urges, a complete and adequate theology builds upon 
the whole of man's nature, — volitional, intellectual, 
moral, affectional. Building only upon volition and 
intellect, we can get only a God of Power and Intel- 
ligence. This may give us a firm, true theology, as 
far as it goes ; but it is partial, incomplete, inadequate 
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to man's highest needs. Not until we build upon 
will, intellect, conscience, heart, all, and thus get 
a God of Power, Intelligence, Righteousness, and 
Love, do we find a theology that is complete or ade- 
quate, or in which man can rest. 

Thus it is that ethics is necessary to the petfection 
of theology. It is equally true that theology is 
necessary to the perfection of ethics. Very high 
and solemn and weighty are those ethical sanctions, 
those moral incentives and inspirations, which come 
from the feeling that duty is the voice of God speak- 
ing in the soul, that right is throned on high, that 
wrong is opposition to the Eternal Power that works 
for righteousness. 

And yet there is an ethics aside from theology. 
To him who denies any intelligence or any righteous- 
ness higher than man's, there is still a law of right 
and duty on the human plane. There should be a 
religion large and intelligent enough to understand 
this, and to shape its work accordingly. Here 
appears an important part of the work of the Liberal 
Christian minister. 

To him it is given to see that vice is to be fought 
from every stand-point ; that virtue is to be upheld 
and promoted from every consideration ; that, while 
the religious motives for the good life are immensely 
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powerful, they are not the only motives ; that moral- 
ity is not to be disparaged, or called " mere morality,'* 
or thought of as not pleasing to God, but is to 
be regarded as exactly in the line of what the All- 
righteous wants of all men, and in so far salvation 
and life. The only church that the clearer-seeing 
future is going to have much use for is the one 
which, in addition to being deeply religious, shall be 
profoundly and tremendously ethical. The Liberal 
Christian minister is to regard himself as very truly 
a captain in the world's great moral salvation army. 
The constant aim of his preaching must be, first, 
to teach ethical truth to his own congregation, and 
then, beyond that, to enlist them all with him, as 
soldiers of God, in a practical campaign, long as life, 
earnest as death, against falsehood and evil in society. 
For, alas ! we are in the midst of a world where dis- 
honesty meets us on every side; where personal 
impurity looks out from eyes of men and women we 
encounter in nearly all walks of life ; where politics 
is too often rotten and degrading ; where gambling 
ruins thousands of young men; where drinking 
ruins more ; where selfishness and greed run riot ; 
where there are class distinctions and castes that are 
cruel and wicked ; where ideals of life are, in not a 
few quarters, brutal, in others grossly materialistic 
and selfish, in others frivolous, in all too low. 
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Thus not only are individual lives ruined, but the 
very foundations upon which the home, the state, 
society, civilization itself, rest, are threatened. What 
must be done ? 

First of all, we naturally turn to religion. And 
we do well; for I believe that more and more the 
wisest men and women are feeling that here is our 
highest hope. But this is not enough. There is, en- 
tirely aside from religion, much work whose influence 
is directly or indirectly ethical, that needs to be 
done, for example, direct moral instruction in our 
public schools, and in all 'our institutions of learning; 
temperance instruction in all schools, the indirect 
influence of which is strongly moral; provision in 
our schools for industrial education, the indirect in- 
fluence of which is also found to be moral ; elevating 
lectures for the people ; popular classes in practical 
ethics and all subjects of practical moral and social 
concern to men and women ; mothers* meetings, for 
friendship and wise counsel and instruction; boys' 
evening schools and classes and clubs, under good 
influences ; public reading-rooms, amusement-rooms 
and coffee-houses, to rival the public liquor-drinking 
places ; noble literature in cheap forms systematically 
placed within the reach of the poor and urged upon 
their attention; temperance work in all its forms; 
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social purity and " White Cross " work ; work, asso- 
ciated and individual, for morally purifying and 
elevating politics ; reforms in our poorhouses to 
prevent them from becoming hot-beds for the nour- 
ishing of pauperism and crime; improvements in 
our systems of prison management, so as to make 
prisons and penitentiaries reformatory in their in- 
fluence instead of merely punitive ; better laws and 
better execution of laws against gambling, bribery, 
prostitution, monopolies, saloons, and many other 
evils. 

I say these are some of the things which our wis- 
est minds are already able to see ought to be done 
for the moral elevation of society. Here, therefore, 
lies one important province of the work of the Lib- 
eral Christian minister. Not that he is to do all 
these things himself : that would be impossible. But 
it is his duty to be intelligent about them, and alive 
to the importance of them, and to be largely influen- 
tial in setting in operation moral forces which shall 
result in their accomplishment. Of course, in all 
this he works larg^y in line with all the other minis- 
ters and churches of the Christian world. But it is 
with this advantage : that he has never, as they, to 
half apologize for his ethical work, as if it were apart 
from God's best service ; nor is he hampered in it by 
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his theology, as they are so constantly hampered in 
the same by low moral ideas and vicious princi- 
ples of moral judgment imposed on them by the 
theology of orthodoxy. On the other hand, too, 
in all these moral enterprises the liberal minister 
works exactly in line with the Ethical Culture so- 
cieties, only he has the advantage of being able to 
employ, in addition to their motives and sanctions, 
others still more powerful, from religion. 

So much, then, for the ethical part of the mission 
of the Liberal Christian minister. 

3. I come now to philanthropy. Here another 
and most attractive field of usefulness opens before 
him. True, on one side it touches close upon 
ethics and, indeed, to some extent merges into 
practical ethics, just as ethics on one side merges 
into theology ; and yet it is to be spoken of properly 
as other than ethics. Christianity has always_been 
pre-eminently a religion of philanthropy, I mean of 
love and care for humanity. More than any other re- 
ligion, it has felt that man, even at his lowest, has in 
him something infinitely precious. He is a child of 
God. He is an heir of immortality. God loves him 
with an everlasting love. Even for the sinning prodi- 
gal the Infinite Heart never loses its pity. There is 
joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth. Jesus 
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represents the Judge of all the earth in the last day as 
identifying himself with the poorest and most afflicted 
of the children of men, and making kindness to such 
the key that gives entrance into the kingdom of life. 
Then will the king say to those on his right hand, 
" Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you. For I was hungry, and ye 
gave me food ; I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink ; 
I was a stranger, and ye took me in ; naked, and ye 
clothed me ; I was sick, and ye visited me ; I was in 
prison, and ye came unto me.*' And when they 
reply in surprise, when did we treat thee thus with 
kindness } he answers, " I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye 
did it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye did it unto me." It is not strange that Christian- 
ity, springing from one who felt such reverence and 
love for humanity even at its lowest, should from 
the first have been pre-eminent for its spirit of broth- 
erhood, kindness, and unselfish charity. Hence we 
are not surprised to find Lecky, in his historical 
sketch of early Christianity, writing : " The entire 
movement displays an anxiety, not only for the life, 
but also for the moral well-being, of the castaways 
of society, such as the most humane nations of antiq- 
uity had never reached. This minute and scrupulous 
care for human life and human virtue in the hum- 
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blest forms, in the slave, the gladiator, the savage, or 
the infant, was indeed wholly foreign to the genius 
of Paganism. It was produced by the Christian doc- 
trine of the immeasurable value of each immortal 
soul. It is the distinguishing and transcendent char- 
acteristic of every society into which the spirit of 
Christianity has passed." 

In our day, this humanitarian spirit of Christianity 
is finding a new birth, just as Christianity in other 
respects is finding a new birth. There never was 
such an age of philanthropies and charities as ours. 
It thrills one to look about and see what is being 
done, — for the poor, the sick, the suffering, the out- 
cast, the degraded, children, women, the old, even 
dumb animals, — all classes and conditions of human 
beings, and beings below human, that need sympathy 
and help. It is beautiful; no clearer mark of the 
coming of the kingdom of heaven on earth is any- 
where to be seen than this. 

And yet the work so far is only in its beginning. 
What has been done is but as a drop in the bucket. 
Still, suffering and want, wretchedness and misery, 
are on every side of us, appalling to contemplate. 
Millions even in our own land, the most favored land 
in Christendom, are without proper homes, or proper 
food, or proper clothing, or proper care or medicine 
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in sickness. Tens and hundreds of thousands of 
women in our large cities are being driven to the 
alternative of starvation or sin ; hundreds of thou- 
sands of men in city and country are fighting a battle 
with poverty more tragic than those conflicts where 
sabres clash and artillery thunders ; millions of chil- 
dren are growing up without proper care, physical, 
intellectual, moral, or religious. And so the voices 
come, loud, urgent, unceasing, from every side, calling 
for aid. And aid must be given. The noble benefi- 
cences, charities, and reforms that are already in 
operation must be carried on more wisely and ear- 
nestly than ever ; and new ones, wiser still, to meet 
new needs, must be put in operation. 

Here appears one important part of the mission 
of the Liberal Christian minister. To this humani- 
tarian work Liberal Christianity has always been 
peculiarly alive. Many of the best philanthropies of 
the modern world it has originated; to all it has 
given liberal support. Such work is exactly in keep- 
ing with its spirit. All these things make it natural 
that the liberal minister should be a leader here. 
And what a leadership it is ! Can any young man 
desire a nobler } Where is the young man of gener- 
ous nature and high aims who does not feel that a 
life devoted, even in any considerable measure, to 
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such work as this, may well be contemplated with 
eager enthusiasm and joy? 

4. I pass now to the fourth field of usefulness open 
to the minister of Liberal Christianity; namely, 
that which I have called the spiritual and the per- 
sonal. This is perhaps less easily described than any 
of the others, but it is not less important. Indeed, I 
am disposed to think that, if we were to endeavor to 
point out the one direction in which the minister's 
work rises to its very best, touches springs of in- 
fluence that are the very deepest and most vital, we 
should be compelled to say. It is here. 

The Christian minister is not simply a public 
teacher or lecturer, whose function it is to speak to 
the people ex cathedra^ from above or from outside 
of their number. His place is among the people. 
He is a minister^ whose work is ever a ministry^ a 
ministration^ a service in the things of the heart, the 
spirit, the deeper life. He is a pastor^ to whom is 
given 2i flock to lead and to love, to lead by love and 
by life as much as by spoken words. Relations 
could not be more close or vital than those which 
exist between him and the community. Nor is there 
any class from whose intercourse and confidence he 
is debarred. The poor are his, the rich are his. So 
are both the learned and the ignorant So, too, are 
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the good and the bad. It is his duty and his privi- 
lege to be the friend and helper of all, — a helper in 
those deep things of the spirit in which all need 
help, the rich often quite as urgently as the poor, 
and those wise with this world's wisdom often quite 
as much as any. 

I think there are no friendships, no ties of affec- 
tion, more strong or sacred than those which bind a 
minister to his people. And, if the minister is what 
he ought to be, they are all ennobling in their influ- 
ence. Patriot soldiers know how deep and strong 
friendships are which have been formed in the army 
by sacrifice and danger endured together for a com- 
mon cause. The common suffering for a common 
noble end somehow cements and sanctifies the friend- 
ship. It is much so with the friendships which grow 
up between a true minister and his people. They 
are formed amid the most sacred influences that 
enter into human life. They are consecrated by 
common aims, and these of the loftiest kind. They 
are interwoven with the soul's finest fibre, of long- 
ing, aspiration, high thought, visions of the ideal, 
resolve, prayer ; and so it is no wonder if they be- 
come peculiarly strong and lasting and dear. 

Probably it would not be too strong a statement 
to say that to no one in all our modern world is it 
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given to come into so close, so tender, so sympa- 
thetic, so earnest, and therefore so deeply and endur- 
ingly helpful relations to the people, in nearly or 
quite every rank and class of society, as to the 
Christian minister. The only one whom we should 
ever think of comparing with him in this respect is 
the family physician. But a little consideration will 
show that the influence of the most trusted physi- 
cian, as a physician, is on a distinctly lower plane. 
The physician's ideals are physical, the minister's are 
moral and spiritual. The physician's function is the 
promotion of bodily health — a noble function ; the 
minister's is the promotion of mind-health, soul- 
health, which few human beings in their sanest 
moments fail to recognize as higher and better. 
Moreover, the minister's influence is not intermittent 
as the physician's must be, confined to times of sick- 
ness. It is regular, constant, beginning with earliest 
childhood, extending through bright days and dark 
days, through health as well as sickness, ending 
only with death, and operating all the while steadily 
for the shaping of character and life. Even when 
the physician reaches the point where he can do no 
more, and turns away in despair, the minister finds 
his own higher ministry not yet ended, but now 
rising into a service peculiarly beautiful and precious, 
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that of trimming the lights of faith and trust and 
peace, to light the path both of him who goes on his 
unknown journey and of them who remain behind in 
tears. So high and tender and blessed a thing is it 
to be a pastor, a friend, a sympathizer, a helper of 
men in their deepest needs, a lighter of hope's stars 
in their sky, a comforter, a courage-bringer, a faith- 
kindler, a lifter up of ideals, a brother to take men, 
lost, sad, weak, despairing, by the hand, and lead 
them to the Father, with whom are strength, love, 
joy, new heart, new life ! 

It will be seen now what I mean when I speak of 
the Liberal Christian ministry as being (in common 
with the ministry in all the Christian bodies) pre- 
eminently a love calling, — a calling whose primary 
meaning and glory lie in its thought not of self, but 
of service, self-forgetting service of God and human- 
ity. And it will be seen, too, what I mean when I 
point out as the main lines of that service the four 
that I have named, than which certainly none can 
be higher ; namely, (i) that of helping men, especially 
in these times of theological upheaval and mental 
unrest, to a rational and secure religious faith ; (2) 
that of working for a sounder moral life in all our 
communities ; (3) that of lending a hand, or, where 
necessary, going forward to leadership, in the chari- 
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ties, philanthropies, and reforms of the time; and 
(4) that of gathering men, women, and children into 
churches, religious homes, circles of friendship and 
\ brotherhood, for ends of ministration, instruction, 
and inspiration in the things of the spirit. It seems 
impossible to conceive of a calling more noble, or 
more worthy the ambition of any young man who 
longs to identify himself with humanity's loftiest 
ideals, purest heroisms, holiest ministries, strongest 
work, and to give his life to those things which tell 
most for the world's life, than a calling whose aims 
and ideals are such as these*. 

And yet, while I say all this, let no one misunder* 
stand me. Of course, I do not wish for a moment 
to convey the impression that there are no draw- 
backs to the Liberal Christian ministry, or that he 
who enters it will find no difficulties to overcome. 
There are drawbacks, there are difficulties. He who 
sets out upon it will not find himself always walking 
upon roses, by any manner of means. This no one 
knows better than the minister himself, who speaks 
from experience. This, then, I would have clearly 
understood. 

But, thus much confessed, I am bound in honesty 
to add, I do not know any influential public calling 
along whose way grow more roses or which is beset 
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with fewer difficulties for him whose heart is in it 
and who is really qualified for it. Of its supposed 
difficulties, some are purely imaginary. Of those 
that are real, many are simply such as appertain to 
every calling; for there is no business or work oil 
life that does not have its drawbacks. Some objec- 
tions to the ministry in general, which weigh much 
in the minds of many independent, self-respecting 
young men, do not apply at all to the liberal minis- 
try, with our more natural thought of religion and 
consequent more natural relations between the min- 
ister and his people. For the rest, I think I am 
perfectly justified in saying they are only such as 
any earnest and brave man ought to be willing tdf 
meet. To find a calling without difficulties, one 
would have to go off this planet. But who wants 
such a calling? It is from struggle that strength, 
comes. It is in mastery that much of the finest joy 
of life consists. "To him that overcometh will I 
give to eat of the tree of life which is in the Para- 
dise of God." All a true man will ask concerning 
a calling is not. Is it free from difficulties ? but, Are 
its difficulties such that, with my powers, I may 
reasonably expect to be able to conquer them } 

Of course, it should be said of the Liberal Chris- 
tian ministry, as of any other calling, that the ques- 
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.tion of fitness ought to be carefully considered by 
^any one thinking of entering it. Not every young 
man is adapted for it. I may go so far as to say 
that there are undoubtedly many young men of abil- 
ity, religious consecration, and high aims, who would 
make a mistake if they entered it. Of course, the 
ministry with us has much in common with the 
ministry in all Christian bodies. The deeper relig- 
ious needs of men do not differ so greatly as we 
sometimes think. All men ha^e hopes and fears, 
all sin and suffer, all have need of sympathy and 
love and help, human and divine. So that many of 
the words spoken and many of the ministrations 
rendered by any true Christian pastor find almost 
equal recognition among persons of every religious 
name. And yet the very demands of our time which 
have called the liberal religious movement into exist- 
ence have laid upon our ministry a somewhat pecul- 
iar work. It is not strange, therefore, if somewhat 
different qualifications are necessary for those who 
would do that work. Men who would succeed in 
the old order of things would not necessarily suc- 
ceed with us ; and, on the other hand, there are men 
who could do our work with success and joy, to 
whom the ministry of the old order would be insuf- 
ferable. 
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He who would find the liberal ministry his true' 
place must have in him more of the prophet and ^ 
less of the priest than the ministry of Christen- 
dom generally demands. While he will believe in ; 
churches and ecclesiastical institutions, he will be- ■ 
lieve that these were made for man and not man for 
them ; while he will honor the revelation that comes 
through books, he will also cherish the revelation 
that never was in books and never can be; while 
he will love the past, and sit reverently at its feet 
to learn its lessons and drink of its inspiration, he 
will love the present, and keep his face steadfastly 
toward the future, believing that God has forever 
"some better thing*' for his children, — sure that 

" They must upward still and onward, 
Who would keep abreast of truth." 

He must have in him some of the instincts of thp 
pioneer, some of the elements of leadership. Into 
a new Promised Land of the Soul the world waits to 
be led. The call is for men with faith and wisdom 
and courage for the leadership. 

It is plain that the movement now fairly launched, 
bearing as yet many names, but with one clear end 
in view, — to give the world a pure, rational, practi- 
cal Christianity, adequate to the wants of the mod- 
em world, — is one that asks for the service of the 
best young men of the age, — best in intellect and 
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• scholarship, but, more important still, best in cour- 

) age, heart, and moral quality. And it will have 

them. Noble work, great demands, are a loadstone 

which draws noble workers to it, — as the German 

Reformation drew to it the choicest spirits of Europe; 

as the Abolition Movement woke slumbering heroes 

in every village and hamlet; as our country in peril, 

and demanding martyrs to die for her, found tens 

of thousands of her best sons offering themselves in 

a day. 

Here is the noblest work religion has had to do 

since Luther, I think since Christ. The young men 

it asks for must be strong enough and noble enough 

to be leaders, not simply according to the common 

conception of leadership, — leadership in popular 

movements, when flags wave and crowds cheer, — 

anybody with a glib tongue and a few superficial 

gifts can be that : they must be leaders 

" Who dare to be 
In the right with two or three " ; 

leaders as Jesus was, when in loneliness he said to 
his disciples, "Will ye also go away.?" as Luther 
was when he did not know that there was a man 
in Germany that would stand by him ; as Garrison 
was before the tide turned. For it needs to be 
clearly borne in mind that these radical views of 
God and man and revelation and Christ and duty 
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and destiny which Liberal Christianity stands for 
are under very general ecclesiastical ban in Chris- 
tendom. Though the best intelligence and heart 
of the world are moving steadily toward them, they 
are still heresy, and must long continue to be. 
Thus we may be able to see with some clearness, 
I think, what are the necessary qualifications for one 
who would enter upon the Liberal Christian ministry. ,,-^'., 
The calling wants no weak men, no cowardly men,l 
no backward-looking men, no ease-seeking men, no 
selfish men, no ignorant men, no dilettante men, no 
undevout men. It wants no men who are mere 
adventurers, none who haven't a gospel, no mere 
bookworms, no lazy men. It wants men with clear 
heads, power to think, educational furnishing as 
ample as may be (the ampler, the better, of course), 
able to express themselves with at least average 
attractiveness and ease. It wants men of sympathy,, 
large hearts, "enthusiasm of humanity," genuine in- 
terest in doing good. Above all, it wants men in 
earnest, men of conviction, men of spiritual vision, 
men who know what they believe and why, because 
they have faced the deep problems of our time and 
wrestled with them until they have found their solu- 
tion, — "beating their music out/' conquering for 
themselves a faith intelligent, serene, immovable. 
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full of joy and strength. For such men there is a 
work in store that is simply limitless in extent and 
measureless in importance. It will not be done 
with sound of trumpets. Indeed, most of it will be 
done, as best work generally is, so quietly that the 
noisy world, rushing after its sensations (religious 
sensations as eagerly as any), will hardly be aware 
that anything unusual is going on. But, meanwhile, 
the new and better thought about God and man and 
destiny, as it finds utterance by spoken word and 
printed page, does its work. Like grain sown in 
the earth, it springs up and bears harvests; like 
seeds borne ^n the wind, it finds lodgment in un- 
thought of places ; like sunshine and rain, it pene- 
trates to the very roots of the thinking of our time, 
making the old religions themselves more reason- 
able and humane, and all life sweeter. 

There are those who urge that the great days of 
the Christian minister are past, — that his old pres- 
tige and authority have departed at the touch of the 
changed conditions of the modem world; that his 
former great power and influence, like the empire of 
Alexander, have been divided among his successors, 
those successors being the lawyer, the physician, the 
professor, the writer of books, and especially the 
journalist ; and that from this time on, therefore, the 
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young man who would enter a calling of real influ- 
ence must choose one of the other learned profes- 
sions, and not the ministry. 

What shall we say to this ? As to the claim that 
the minister has lost some of his old-time prestige, 
I think we have frankly to confess that there is an 
element of truth in it. There was a kind of author- 
ity which attached to the ministerial office in past 
times which is undoubtedly disappearing. Formerly 
the great thing was the office, now it is the man in 
the office. As President Eliot of Harvard well says : 
" The authority of the minister is now derived from 
the purity and strength of his character, from the ^ 
vigor of his intelligence and the depth of his learn-- 
ing, and from the power of his speech. Candor, 
knowledge, wisdom, and love can alone give him 
authority." But, after all, is not this a higher au- 
thority, and one to be more coveted by any young 
man of self-respect, than the authority which comes 
from forms, rites, the clerical garb, the superstitious > 
notion of men as to the sacredness of a mere office ? 
Though a seeming loss, is it not an actual gain that 
has come to the minister ? 

As to the other professions, that of the physician, 
that of the teacher, that of the journalist, and the 
rest, certainly I should wish to be the last to dispar- 
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age any of them. They are all noble professions, 
if nobly filled. But is it quite true that they have 
robbed the ministry of influence, at least of legiti- 
mate influence ? To be sure, the men who fill these 
callings to some extent discharge functions which 
once devolved upon the clergy. But should not this be 
regarded really as a gain, — a freeing of the minister's 
hands from what drew away strength from his real 
calling ? Are we to think of a man as accomplishing 
more, who scatters his energies on a dozen things 
instead of concentrating them upon one worthy end ? 
Does the teacher who attempts to give instruction in 
a score of branches of knowledge increase his influ- 
ence thereby } Rather the opposite. We live in 
i an age wise enough to know that in concentration 
is strength. The physician is no longer physician, 
lapothecary, dentist, and barber. It is quite enough 
now to be a physician alone. Nay, for a particularly 
learned and able physician, it is quite enough if he 
give himself to a single branch of his great profes- 
sion. More and more the legal profession not only 
disentangles itself from other callings with which it 
was once allied, but divides itself into specialties ; 
and the more eminent lawyers seldom practice in 
more than a single line. The great scientist is not 
he who distributes his strength over all the sciences. 
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but who concentrates upon one, — a Lyell upon Geol- 
ogy, a Faraday upon Chemistry, a Herschel upon 
Astronomy, a Darwin upon Biology. And does any 
one say that this is a degradation of science, or a 
weakening of the influence of the professions named ? 
Far from it. 

In like manner, the Christian ministry has in re- 
cent years laid aside much that was once associated 
with it. The preacher is not now the pedagogue, or 
the doctor; in large measure the pulpit has surren- 
dered to the paper, the magazine, the library, the! 
lyceum, and the college the work of furnishing knowl- 
edge and mental stimulus to the people. But all this, 
so far from robbing the pulpit, has only left it free 
for its own proper and higher work, that of moral 
instruction and religious inspiration. It is for this 
that the pulpit exists. It is in this that its impor- 
tance lies. It rises to its true glory as it pours all its 
strength into this. Everything gotten rid of, there- 
fore, which formerly dissipated from this, and which 
now leaves it free to concentrate all its power upon 
this, the real end of its being, so far from injuring 
the pulpit, benefits it. It gives it to itself. It ena- 
bles it to do its true work with more of concentration 
and power than it has ever known. 

I believe this is the real change that is coming 
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over the pulpit. It is rising to increased singleness 
of aim ; it is rising from secondary to primary things ; 
it is rising from a power partly its own and partly 
borrowed, to one distinctly its own, — that is, from a 
power partly traditional, partly official, partly civil 
or political, partly intellectual, and partly moral 
and spiritual, to one purely moral and spiritual. 
This is not only the highest, but it is also the most 
enduring power known in this world. Before it 
everything else sooner or later goes down. He who 
speaks to men of knowledge, of beauty, of fame, of 
pleasure, will have his day ; he who speaks to men 
of duty, of hope, of God, of the conscience with its 
great commands, of the soul with its great affections 
and faiths, has all days. These will be the supreme 
concerns of human beings forever. Thus the pulpit 
can never lose its influence, never, — only in one way. 
That way is by failing to rise to the level of the 
high demands put upon it. 

The great days of the Christian ministry passed ! 
Who that says this stops to call to mind such names 
as Newman, and Martineau, and Frederick Robert- 
son, and Chalmers, and Stanley, and Spurgeon, and 
Stopford Brooke, in England and Scotland; and 
Channing, and Parker, and Bushnell, and Freeman 
Clarke, and Swing, and Thomas, and Phillips 
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Brooks, and the Beechers, in this country ? In 
the pulpit of what age can the superiors of these 
men be found ? I believe none. Nay, I believe 
that in no century since Christianity had its birth 
has the Christian ministry been adorned with so 
bright an array of talent, or exerted so great a moral 
influence in the world, as in this nineteenth century 
of ours. 

And where is there any sign that there is to be 
any decadence in the future } I believe there is no 
such sign. I believe that he who thinks there is ' 
judges superficially, — fails to look down into the 
heart of man, and at those silent but mighty forces 
of the spirit which are shaping man's future, and 
shaping it, spite of all opposing forces, to moral 
ends, as the deep, unseen currents of the sea carry 
the great ship steadily onward spite of the contrary 
currents that run along the surface and attract men's 
eyes. 

Oh, talk not of the Christian ministry's losing its 
influence, until man ceases to be moral, ceases to 
have interests higher than his body, ceases to feel 
relationship to the Divine, ceases to dream that most 
splendid dream that ever rose like a morning on 
human thought, — the dream that he is a child of 
God and of the eternities ! Till then, he will want 
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sympathy in his sorrow, guidance in his wanderings, 
some one to speak words of hope and courage to him 
in his hours of doubt and despair, some one to stand 
besi(}e him in l^is 

" Longings, yeanungs, strivings 
For the good be comprehends not," 

and help him, 

" Groping blindly in the darkness," 

if he may, to 

"Touch God's right hand in the darkness. 

And thus be lifted up and strengthened." 

No, not until man ceases to be man, not until he 
lets go the Divine and sinks contentedly down to 
the level of the brute, which eats, drinks, reproduces 
its kind, and perishes without thought about or care 
for anything better, will man cease to set apart those 
of his fellows who have highest moral purpose and 
clearest spiritual vision, to be his teachers in the 
things of the spirit, and as such give them love and 
honor. 

Writes Frances Power Cobbe : '* Not the conquer- 
ors, not the .philosophers, not even those who have 
displayed most virtue apart from religion, have been 
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adored and deified among men, but the prophets and 
saints who have ascended the mountain peaks of 
Prayer and thrown open the windows of Heaven." 
This is true, and it always will be. 

'* While swings the sea, while mists the mountains shroud. 
While thunder's surges burst on cliffs of cloud, / 
Still at the prophets' feet the nations sit" 
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Among the anomalies of our social state may be counted 
the fact that, while it is generally admitted that women are 
more religious than men, it is to men that in our age and 
country the ministry of religion is (with infinitesimal excep- 
tions) exclusively committed. While nine persons out of ten 
are conscious that their earliest sentiments of piety have been 
derived from a mother, and that a sister or a wife has alone 
enabled the troubled faith of their latter years to survive the 
shocks of worldliness and doubt, there is not one recognized 
channel by which these waters of life, stored in the fountain 
of women's hearts, can flow beyond the narrowest borders. — 
Frances Power Cobbe. 

Oh, in the better order of things, Heaven grant that the 
ministry of souls may be left in charge of women I The gates 
of the Blessed City will be thronged with the multitude that 
enter it, when that day comes ! The task belongs to woman. 
God meant it for her. He has endowed her with religious 
sentiment in its utmost depth and purity. — Nathaniel 
Hawthorne. 

The entrance of woman upon the ministerial vocation will 
give to humanity just twice the probability of strengthening 
and comforting speech ; for women have at least as much sym- 
pathy, reverence, and spirituality as men, and they have at 
least equal felicity of manner and of utterance. Why, then, 
should the pulpit be shorn of half its power? — Frances £. 

WiLLARD. 



THE LIBERAL CHRISTIAN MINISTRY AS 
A CALLING FOR YOUNG WOMEN. 



If all persons thought of woman as equally free 
with man, as having an absolutely equal right with 
him to enter every calling into which her inclination 
invites her and for which she has ability, ^ there 
would be little need for anything further to be said 
regarding the Liberal Christian ministry as a calling 
for women. My object would have been essentially 
accomplished by simply entitling my preceding essay 
"The Liberal Christian Ministry as a Calling for 
Young Men and Women^' and stopping with that 
essay. Indeed, it was my first thought so to do; 
but, on carefully considering the subject, I found 
that for very many minds this would not cover all 
the ground. I saw that in the thought of many 
there are two distinct questions to be discussed, one 
being that which I have already treated, — namely, 
the dignity and importance of the liberal ministry 
as a calling, — and the other the wholly different 
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question whether such a calling is properly to be 
regarded as open to women. I have therefore so 
divided the subject, making no reference whatever 
to woman in the earlier paper, but reserving the con- 
sideration of her fitness for the ministry wholly to 
the present. 

It should be understood at the outset precisely 
what is meant by women entering the ministry. 
When the subject is mentioned, the tendency in 
some minds is to begin at once drawing pictures of 
this high calling crowded and overrun with women 
who are ignorant, incompetent, and unwomanly ; and 
we are asked if a change to this would be pleasant 
or profitable. But it should be clearly understood, 
once for all, that no one desires to do anything 
which would make such a change probable or even 
possible. 

The question is not, Should all women preach i 
but only, Should women be permitted to preach who 
are fitted for such high service, and who can do it 
to edification, if any such women are to be found ? 
The question is not even. Should the pulpit be open 
to all women who wisA to preach.? Nobody advo- 
cates so sweeping an opening as even that, any more 
than anybody advocates opening the pulpit to all 
men who wisA to preach. But if, in addition to 
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wishing to preach, a woman be adjudged by compe- 
tent persons to have ability, intellectual and relig- 
ious, and be sought for by congregations as one able 
to attract and move and instruct and bless by her 
speech, should she then be met by the church with 
a yea, or with a nay ? That is the question. For 
one, I hold earnestly that she should be met with a 
yea, — a yea just as frank and hearty as if she were 
a man. 

And does any one doubt that there are such 
women.? Is there any person who does not know 
such women, — women in intellectual ability and cult- 
ure quite the equals of the average minister, with 
grace and attractiveness of speech quite equal to his, 
and in moral and spiritual elevation of character cer- 
tainly not his inferior ? Would the ministry of any 
religious body, liberal or orthodox, be lowered or 
impoverished, — would it not be positively elevated 
and enriched, by the entrance into it of such women 
as these ? 

Thus this whole question of woman in the pulpit 
seems easy of solution, if one is only able to look 
upon it as one of simple fitness or unfitness, — of 
ability or inability to do the work of the pulpit well. 
That criterion applies to man and woman alike, and 
renders its verdicts impartially. To the man knock- 
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ing at the door of the ministry while manifestly 
unfit to enter, it says, "You had better look fur- 
ther." And if a woman comes seeking admission 
when it is plain that she has no call except in her 
own ignorance or egotism, it says to her: "A call to 
speak implies a call to hear. Do others feel called 
to hear you ? " Thus the danger of a flood of incom- 
petents coming in to degrade the pulpit is seen to be 
wholly an illusion ; while, in through the door which 
opens to real worth, quietly come the company of 
those of whom it is said, " How beahtiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of them that bring glad ti- 
dings, that publish salvation !'* and some of those that 
bring the gladdest tidings and present the cup of 
salvation with most winning power are sure to be 
women. 

The question of woman's entrance upon the Chris- 
tian ministry presents itself to the general thinking 
of our age in somewhat this way. Here is a calling 
from which in the past she has generally been ex- 
cluded. But we see many other callings very much 
in line with it from which formerly she was excluded, 
but which have gradually in recent years been opened 
to her, and in every case with good results both to 
herself and to society. Is it not reasonable to sup- 
pose that the results will be correspondingly good 
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if this vocation, for which in many respects she seems 
to have peculiar fitness, shall also be opened to her ? 

She was formerly almost wholly debarred by the 
church from participation in public music. Now, 
however, to the most sacred shrines of that beautiful 
art she finds more than a welcome. And who is not 
glad ? Who does not see that music is exalted, while 
at the same time woman herself is exalted ? Who 
would willingly go back to the time when for her 
voice to be heard in concert or church choir, not to 
say oratorio or opera, would have been regarded as 
an impropriety and a sin .? 

The drama, too, was formerly a thing of man 
alone. The parts written for women were taken by 
boys : woman must not participate. 

In painting and sculpture, woman has had almost 
no part until a very recent date. Not that there was 
a ban upon her entrance into these arts ; but her 
education and public sentiment had not opened the 
door. Now, however, her hand is beginning to ap- 
pear in them ; and who does not rejoice thereat } 

Especially important has been her entrance into 
literature. More than half of the books that are 
appearing from the press are written by women, and 
some of them are among the very best. More than 
half the magazine writing of the day, and nearly half 
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the writing in daily and weekly newspapers, come 
from her pen. Thus literature, both in its transient 
and in its more permanent forms, is enlarged and 
made more rich and varied, besides being unques- 
tionably improved in moral tone and quality, by her 
entrance into it. 

Even more is to be said as to the good effects of 
her presence in education. It is not long since in 
Christendom man was everywhere the recognized 
teacher, not only of youth, but of children. Woman 
had almost no place in instruction of any kind. In- 
deed, she could have no place as a teacher, because 
she had no place as a pupil. It was not thought 
worth while for girls and women to have book knowl- 
edge. Up to one hundred years ago, even in Boston, 
the foremost city in America in educational matters, 
the public schools were exclusively for boys ; and, 
when girls were at last admitted, it was only for a 
part of the year, and to learn simply reading arid 
writing. Not until seventy years ago, in 1818, were 
primary schools for both sexes opened in Boston; 
and the admission of girls to schools higher than 
primary came later still. Massachusetts founded a 
college for its boys and young men a hundred and 
fifty-three years before it made any provision what- 
ever for the education of its girls. 
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Now how changed is all this ! Everywhere in this 
country we have a public school system which gives 
to boys and girls an equal chance from primary grade 
to high school ; and in many States we are getting 
State universities which open their doors to both 
sexes alike. Many of the older and richer colleges 
and universities of the land still continue to debar 
women from their privileges ; but even this is partly 
made good by the facilities offered by the State 
universities and by the new and finely equipped 
women's colleges that are coming into existence. 
Almost an equal advance in the education of girls 
and women is being made in England, and in some 
parts of the continent of Europe. 

And now mark the result. Scarcely does this ex- 
tension of education to girls begin ere we see them 
taking their places in the teacher's chair. The man 
pedagogue has a rival. And why ? Because a fitter 
for the work has appeared. Woman is the natural 
teacher of children. It was only an artificial and 
cruel system, alike injurious to her and to man, that 
had kept her from her proper place and task by hold- 
ing her in ignorance. When once a little added free- 
dom was allowed her, and the doors of knowledge 
were opened to her even a little way, she arose and 
came forward to the place for which God had created 
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her and given her a commission more authoritative 
than man can issue, written in the keen intuitions, 
the quick judgments, and the warm sympathies with 
childhood of her own woman's nature. To-day what 
do we see? Three-quarters of the schools of our 
land, of all grades up to the Normal School and the 
college, taught by women. And this not with a loss, 
but with an undoubted gain in results, in the schools. 
It is the verdict of the best judges and of a half- 
century of popular experience that, given men and 
women of equal ability, the women do the better 
work, at least in primary and intermediate schools, — 
work more practically effective intellectually, more re- 
fining socially, and as a rulQ more elevating morally. 

Nor is it as a teacher of children only that woman 
is proving her capacity. Into our high schools, acad- 
emies, seminaries, normal schools, colleges, she is 
making her way steadily, and everywhere with the 
best results. When Vassar College was established 
a few years ago, it was thought that" of course a man 
must be at its head. But later, when Wellesley Col- 
lege, quite the equal of Vassar, begins its work, it 
puts a woman in its president's chair ; and the re- 
suits show its wisdom. Thus is woman proving 
her ability in all departments of education. 

I might pass on from education to other callings 
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Still, — for example, that of medicine, one of the latest 
to be opened to woman. Less than twenty years 
ago, when she appeared as a student in the medical 
schools of Philadelphia, she was hissed. Now the 
woman physician is coming to have her place of re- 
spect and confessed usefulness in nearly all our larger 
communities. Already some of the most honorable 
and lucrative circles of practice in the country are in 
her hand ; and, as everybody who knows woman's 
nature would expect, already some of the best medi- 
cal work among the poor and unfortunate that is 
being done in this country at all is being done by 
her. 

I might also speak of the lecture field, a sphere of 
activity where, strange as it would have seemed fifty 
years ago, she is making an almost phenomenal suc- 
cess. Without any undue pushing of herself for- 
ward, simply by her ability to interest the people, to 
present thought in attractive ways, to hold attention, 
to arouse men and women to enthusiasm in noble 
causes, she has quietly advanced, until to-day, in this 
country, as a lecturer on the great themes of philan- 
thropy and moral and social reform that are more 
and more demanding public attention, she is quite 
the peer of man. On these subjects, — yes, and on 
the great themes of religion, too, of which these are. 
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after all, only the practical side, — there are positively 
no speakers in America or England that are able to 
attract larger audiences or produce better results by 
their speaking than women. 

Is it any wonder, then, that the questions are all 
the while becoming more and more practical and 
pressing ones : Why should woman be excluded from 
the Christian ministry ? If the new freedom which 
our age has given her in other things has been pro- 
ductive of such good, what is the reason for suppos- 
ing that added freedom here would be productive 
of evil? If, with the opening to her of the new 
doors of 'Usefulness which I have named, her life 
has been enlarged and the world has been blessed, 
why should we suppose that the opening of this door 
would prove an exception? If she may exert all 
her powers in art, and no one say her nay, why not 
in religion, too ? The minister of religion was once 
the physician, the healer of bodies as well as the in- 
structor of souls. If now woman may take up the 
function of healer, why not that of instructor? If 
she may minister to the body, why not to the soul ? 
If she may sing the great hopes and faiths of relig- 
ion at one end of the church, why would it be wrong 
or improper for her to speak them at the other ? If 
she has proved that she has a natural gift for teach- 
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ing, and if her entrance into education has increased 
the educational forces of the world by one-half, who 
shall say, at least without trial, that she has not a 
special gift for preaching (which is only one kind of 
teaching), and that her entrance into the ministry 
would not increase vastly the working force of Chris- 
tianity? If she may write books, why not preach 
sermons ? If she may lecture oh religion, why may 
she not preach on it ? If to the lecture platform she 
is able to bring an attractive grace and a power over 
human wills and consciences that man cannot sur- 
pass, would it not be a good if she could bring the 
same attractiveness and elevating power into the 
pulpit, and place them at the service of a pure 
Christianity ? 

I say these are the questions that the age is 
asking. This is the way this matter of woman's 
admission to or exclusion from the Christian minis- 
try presents itself to thinking, practical, unbiased 
men and women to-day. 

But I am told that there are objections to women's 
entering the ministry which do not appear in a gen- 
eral comparison of this kind. What are they ? 

I have spent half my life in circles where it was 
not thought proper for women to preach, and have 
lately taken pains to read with some thoroughness 
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the literature of this subject. I find the objections 
to women's preaching to be such as may be summed 
up under the following heads : — 

I. It is contrary to custom. 

This I grant ; though there are a few quarters in 
which the custom is changing. Among the Quakers, 
or Friends, women as well as men have always 
preached ; and to-day there are some three hundred 
and fifty women preachers among that exceptionally 
intelligent and estimable people. The last Year-Book 
of the Universalist Church shows twenty-nine women 
preachers in that connection. In the Unitarian body 
in this country there are seven ordained women 
preachers. Besides the three bodies named, the 
Methodists, Baptists, Free Baptists, and Orthodox 
Congregationalists have all ordained women, al- 
though none of these denominations sanction their 
entrance into the regular ministry. We see, then, 
that the argument from custom is beginning a little 
to weaken, and, like a dike with the water once run- 
ning through it, is likely to weaken much faster in 
the near future. 

Moreover, is mere custom anything which ought 
to be allowed to weigh against solid reasons for 
change .? Do we not believe in progress ? But prog- 
ress is possible only by defying custom. Custom 
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always yielded to would keep mankind stationary. 
The splendid advance which the world has thus far 
made from barbarism up to its present enlighten- 
ment has been possible only because in every age 
there have been men and women wise and brave 
enough to break with customs which had become 
fetters, and to push out into a larger liberty and a 
higher life. 

2. Another objection urged against woman's en- 
trance into the ministry is that it is not refined and 
ladylike for Jier to occupy such a public position. 

I answer : Is it unrefined or unladylike for Victo- 
ria to be queen of England ? Yet this is a position 
almost incomparably more public than that of a min- 
ister of a church. Is it less refined to speak before 
an audience than to sing to the same audience ? In 
what respect is preaching less ladylike than public 
reading or lecturing ? Yet who charges unladylike- 
ness upon Jenny Lind, or Fanny Kemble, or Mrs. 
Livermore, or Frances Willard, or Mrs. Ormiston 
Chant, or Mrs. Julia Ward Howe ? No, there is not 
a place known to woman more conducive to true 
refinement than the ministry of Christianity, — at 
least the ministry of Liberal Christianity. Its 
thought, spirit, aims, work, all tend to lift up, pu- 
rify, ennoble. They are worthy of man, they are 
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worthy of woman, as they were worthy of Christ. 
Any standard by which it is adjudged unladylike or 
unrefined for a woman, who has the ability, to speak 
to her fellows upon the highest themes known to the 
race, and try to inspire them to a truer and better 
life, is a radically false standard. 

3. There are those who tell us that woman is not 
physically strong enough for the minister's work. 
But, at best, this objection can apply to only some 
women, as it also applies to some men. In cases 
where it applies, it is of course valid. Neither man 
nor woman should undertake to do what he or she 
has not strength for. 

But how much harder is the preacher's work than 
the teacher's ? And yet women teachers are num- 
bered by the ten thousand. Nay, how much harder 
is the preacher's work than that of the ordinary 
farmer's wife ? or of the wife and mother in almost 
any home where the pecuniary resources are light ? 
To-day woman does much more than half the world's 
hardest work. How is it that she is so suddenly seen 
to be wanting in strength when she stands in the 
presence of a calling which would lift her life up to 
new hope and joy ? 

The truth is the physical endurance of woman, 
where she does not maim or poison or enfeeble her- 
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self by fashion or drugs or idleness, is one of the 
world's marvels. This is seen not only on the lower 
planes, but the higher. Mrs. Chant, of London, de- 
livered 570 lectures and addresses in ten months' 
time, — more than any man in England. Mrs. Liver- 
more, Miss Willard, Mrs. Stanton, and many other 
women speakers in this country do an amount of 
speaking that very few men would for a moment 
think of undertaking. Think of the physical strain, 
to say nothing of the mental, endured for a long 
series of years by many of our public singers and 
great actresses, — a strain far more severe than most 
ministers are called upon to undergo ! 

Thus it is plain that there are women who are 
well able to bear the physical strain of the ministry. 
Why should such be debarred from the calling be- 
cause there may be others who are not able? As 
well debar all men from the ministry because there 
are men lacking in physical ability. 

It should be borne in mind that it is not physical 
strength primarily that gives success as a preacher 
and pastor, important as a good body undoubtedly is. 
What an invalid was Dr. Channing! Frail indeed 
would the woman be who was not stronger than he. 
And yet what a work Channing did ! 

4. Another objection which I find often and 
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gravely urged against women's entrance to the 
mimistry is the claim that they are not as a class 
equal to men in intellectual ability. 

To this objection I reply: Suppose they are not 
(though I do not by any means grant that they are 
not, at least in the unqualified way in which the 
claim is often urged; but suppose they are not), 
what has that to do with the case ? Even if all women 
are not the intellectual equals of all men, are not 
some women quite the equals of some men, — and of 
some men, too, who do good work in the ministry ? 
If so, then why not grant to these " some " women 
who confessedly do have the intellectual capacity, 
the privilege of using it in the pulpit, if they so de- 
sire? That is the real question. If women have 
the intellectual ability to rise to the first rank as 
lecturers, educators, writers of books, then, surely, 
some among them have the ability, we may sup- 
pose, to rise to a high rank as preachers. Even if 
we should grant to Lord Man his claim, which it 
would be so very humiliating for him to surrender, 
that probably no woman could ever be so great a 
preacher as a few of the very greatest men, still 
would it not be something if the ministry could be 
enriched by the accession to it of a large number 
of persons who, in addition to fine moral and spir- 
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itual qualities, should have intellectual abilities 
which would place them even in the second grade 
of preachers ? 

5. Another objection to woman in the ministry is 
one somewhat akin to the last two named, and yet 
turning upon a somewhat different point. It is the 
fact that to woman belongs the very high and sacred 
office of motherhood. It is according to God*s order 
of things that woman shall bear and rear children ; 
this takes time and strength, especially if she give 
herself to her children as she ought; she should 
therefore be spared such duties and responsibilities 
as those of the pulpit. 

Undoubtedly, the motives of many who urge this 
objection are good. But do they not forget several 
things ? In the first place, a very large number of 
women never marry. Then, again, of those who do 
marry by no means all become mothers. The objec- 
tion before us does not hold good in the case of either 
of these classes. 

But is motherhood really an objection } Our 
Roman Catholic friends say that one should not be 
a husband or father if he would be a minister. He 
should be free from the burdens and the distractions 
of mind and heart incident to these offices, and thus 
be able to give his whole thought and affection to 
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his calling. But to this the Protestant says, Not so: 
the larger experience, the deepened knowledge of 
human nature, the higher views of life, which grow 
out of marriage and the paternal relation, much 
more than compensate for the additional cares that 
these place upon the minister, and are themselves 
among the best of preparations for his ministerial 
work. Is not essentially the same thing to be said 
regarding the ministerial office and mothers ? Really, 
should we not look upon that experience which the 
mother passes through in bearing and training her 
children, which I take to be the very richest experi- 
ence that comes into human life at all, — waking the 
soul to warmer affections, more pathetic tender- 
ness, nobler self-forgetfulness, keener discernments, 
quicker sympathies and insights, deeper yearnings, 
than come to human beings through any other chan- 
nel, — should not, I say, this richest experience of 
human life be looked upon as a very rare and pre- 
cious preparation for the ministry, rather than as a 
disqualification ? And, if the gaining of this experi- 
ence takes time, is it not time well spent, even for 
the work's sake ? The moral and spiritual value of 
this experience will perhaps be denied by few, though 
there are some who count it an intellectual loss. I 
think that it ought rather to be reckoned an intellect- 
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ual gain, a valuable and noble intellectual discipline. 
It does not impart book-knowledge, but it does give 
knowledge,, wide in range, and more living in its nat- 
ure than can be gained from books. It does not 
impart the peculiar intellectual discipline of the 
school, but it trains the intellect in other ways quite 
as high and important. This is the view of Herbert 
Spencer, who thinks the intellectual training afforded 
by the experiences of parenthood are much under- 
rated. Says Spencer in his " Sociology " : "All 
lower types of beings show us that the rearing of 
offspring affords the highest discipline for the facul- 
ties. The parental instinct is everywhere that which 
calls out the energies most persistently and in the 
greatest degree exercises the intelligence. The self- 
sacrifice and the sagacity which inferior creatures 
display in the care of their young is often commented 
on, and every one may see that parenthood produces 
a mental exaltation not otherwise producible. That 
this is so among mankind is daily proved.** But the 
time occupied by the duties of motherhood, or at 
least occupied in a way to interfere with the work of 
a Christian ministry, are often very greatly exagger- 
ated. These duties continue at most only a very 
few years ; and then, when they have passed by or 
have grown too light to be counted as in any sense a 
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burden, a long period may reasonably be expected, of 
twenty, twenty-five, or thirty years, of unimpeded 
work, and made more effective by the preceding dis- 
cipline. Look at Mrs. Livermore! Where is the 
man that is doing a more splendid public life-work ? 
Yet she has been a loving and faithful wife and 
mother for — how long ? I suppose now more than 
forty years. Look at Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
and the family of children she has reared. Look 
into the beautiful home of Mrs. Ormiston Chant, 
with its four young lives unfolding amid love's ten- 
derest sunshine. Look at Mrs. Catherine Booth, 
joint-chief of the Salvation Army, that modest and 
rarely gifted woman of whom it has been said that 
"hardly Spurgeon himself is a better preacher or 
has a wider influence than she." During these years 
while she has been carrying on a ministerial work 
much larger and more severe than that of the ordi- 
nary minister, and one requiring much more absence 
from home, she has reared, in a way to elicit general 
praise, a family of nir)^ noble children, whose devo- 
tion to their mother and the work she is ens^a^ed in 
is almost romantic in its loving loyalty. Look at the 
women missionaries in foreign lands, many of whom, 
though not ordained as ministers, are yet as truly 
ministers and preachers as their husbands, and are 
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doing quite as useful and influential and laborious a 
work, while often at the same time mothers of fami- 
lies. Look at the women ministers in this country, — 
some of them wives and mothers, with homes full of 
love and joy. 

6. One other objection against woman's entrance 
to the ministry remains to be considered. It is the 
one which to the Christian Church, generally, has 
been, and perhaps still is, the most serious of all. I 
refer to the supposed prohibitions found in the Bible. 

In Paul's Epistle to the Corinthians (i Cor. xiv. 34, 
35) we read : " Let the women keep silence in the 
churches ; for it is not permitted unto them to speak. 
Let them be in subjection, as also saith the law. 
And, if they would learn anything, let them ask their 
own husbands at home. It is shameful for a woman 
to speak in the church." Also in Paul's Epistle to 
Timothy (i Tim. ii. 12) we read, "I permit not a 
woman to teach." 

Since the idea of the infallibility of the Bible cstoe 
into the Christian Church, these injunctions have 
been very widely regarded as settling the eligibility 
of women for the ministry, once and for all, and of 
course in the negative. 

Upon this point what is to be said ? 

Plainly, the first thing to say is that the Liberal 
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Christian does not accept any such hard and fast 
theory of Bible inspiration as compels him to sacri- 
fice the great living interests of religion to the literal 
interpretation of a text. Revelation is not to him pre- 
cisely so much truth and no more. He believes in 
the revelations of the old times, but he believes 
also in revelations of the new times. He believes in 
revelation from God coming through the Bible, 
but he believes also in revelation from God coming 
through the reason and conscience of men and women 
to-dayw So that to the teaching of Paul he believes 
himself in duty bound to carry the light that God has 
let shine upon the world since. Approaching the 
subject in this large and reasonable spirit, whatever 
obstacles there may have seemed to be in the Bible 
to woman's entering the ministry, or undertaking 
any other work for which she may have fitness and 
in which she can do good, quickly pass away. 

In the first place, the same kind of rigid obedience 
to the literal form of a text which would exclude 
women from the ministry because of the sayings of 
Paul, would compel all Christian churches to believe 
many things which now they certainly do not gener- 
ally believe (for example, the reality of witchcraft, 
and the personality of the devil, which are much 
more explicitly taught than that women should not 
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preach), and to engage in not a few practices which 
very few churches do engage in (for example, the 
ordinance of feet-washing, which Jesus commands 
quite as explicitly as Paul commands the silence of 
women in the church). Thus we see that the theory 
of absolute literalness in the interpretation of Script- 
ure is one which really nobody practices, little matter 
how much many persons may profess to do so. Even 
those who are most rigid in their adhesion to it in 
some things, in others are as ready as any to push it 
aside. 

Secondly, it is coming more and more to be the 
judgment of commentators, even of a rigidly orthodox 
type, that Paul intended his injunction to the Corin- 
thian church to be merely local in its application, 
and -that it was given only because of the peculiar 
condition of things then existing in Corinth. 

Thirdly, it takes only a very slight study of the 
Bible to see that the teaching of Paul regarding the 
keeping silence of women, even if that teaching was 
intended to be of general application, is much more 
than outweighed by the teaching of an exactly oppo- 
site character found in both the Old Testament and 
the New ; and, indeed, that it is overborne both by 
the teaching and practice of Paul himself. 

Going to the Old Testament, we find in Judges the 



8o THE LIBERAL CHRISTIAN MINISTRY 

record : " Now Deborah, a prophetess [and prophetess 
translated into the language of our time would be 
woman preacher], the wife of Lapidoth, she judged 
Israel at that time. . . . And the children of Israel 
came up to her for judgment." (Judges iv. 4, 5.) 

In the Book of Joel we read : "And it shall come 
to pass . . . that your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy [preach], . . . and upon the servants and 
upon the handmaids will I pour out my spirit." 
(Joel ii. 28, 29.) 

Coming to the New Testament, we find at the 
very beginning of Luke's Gospel an account of 
"Anna, a prophetess," who is represented as a very 
distinguished and holy person. 

In the Book of Acts we read that ApoUos "began 
to speak boldly in the synagogue of a certain city. 
But, when Priscilla and Aquila [two eminent Chris- 
tian women] heard him, they took him unto them, and 
expounded unto him the way of God more carefully." 
(Acts xviii. 26.) Thus it seems that even this dis- 
tinguished preacher, this companion of Paul, was 
inferior in his theological knowledge to these women, 
and was not above receiving more complete instruc- 
tion from them. Paul writes in his Epistle to the 
Romans : " Salute Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow- 
workers in Christ Jesus." (Rom. xvi. 3.) And again 
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in the same chapter : " I commend unto you Phoebe, 
our sister, who is a servant [a more correct transla- 
tion would be minister] of the church that is at Cen- 
chrea. In the Epistle to the Galatians he writes: 
"There can be no male and female; for ye are all 
one man in Christ " (Gal. iii. 28) ; and in the Epistle 
to the Philippians : " I beseech thee also . . . help 
these women ; for they labored with me in the gos- 
pel." And, finally, in Acts again we read that Paul 
and his company "tarried" "many days" at the 
house of Philip the evangelist, " who had four daugh- 
ters, virgins, which did prophesy," that iSy preach. 

Now it would seem that all these passages from 
the Bible, and others that might be quoted, includ- 
ing utterances of Paul, and passages that describe 
his practice of fellowshipping and working with 
women teachers and preachers, ought to be re- 
garded as quite offsetting the two or thr.ee utter- 
ances about women keeping silence in the churches. 
At least, commentators and theologians, orthodox 
almost as much as any, are more and more coming 
so to regard them. 

Indeed, the old interpretation has long been prac- 
tically abandoned by nearly the whole Protestant 
world. For the prohibition of Paul was, if it was 
anything, a prohibition of woman's teachings in the 
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church or elsewhere. But nearly every denomina* 
tion has long been sanctioning and encouraging 
religious teaching by women, in the Sunday-school, 
in the Bible-class, in the lecture-room, in Bible-read- 
ing meetings, in missionary work of all kinds, and 
even in the pulpit in a lay capacity. Admitting 
women to all this is virtually a surrendering of the 
question at issue. What remains now is little more 
than a mere ecclesiastical technicality. Of course 
a show of obedience to Scripture, and of masculine 
superiority, may be maintained a little while longer 
by drawing the line at ordination to the ministry, 
and saying, "Woman shall not be allowed to pass 
that." But there is no more reason why she should 
not pass that than there was why she should not 
pass the line of speaking in prayer-meetings, or of 
teaching in Bible-classes, or of going as a missionary 
to a foreign land,T— or, indeed, of teaching in public 
schools, or of acting on the stage, or of practicing 
medicine, or of writing, books, or of lecturing on 
temperance, or of doing any other refined and useful 
work for which she has qualifications and a desire. 

We have now examined all the more important 
objections urged in our day against woman's being 
admitted to a place beside man in the Christian min- 
istry. I think our examination has been fair and 
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candid. What is the result ? I cannot but think it 
must be a forcing upon us of the conclusion that, 
however weighty these objections might have seemed 
in a past age, to-day they all have a hollow sound, 
there is an air of unreality about them, no sooner are 
they touched by the vigorous breath of our rational 
age than they one and all grow thin and vanish away, 
and woman stands as divinely commissioned to min- 
ister to the world's spiritual wants as to its physical 
or intellectual ; nay, as divinely commissioned as 
man to preach to a world too long force-ruled, at 
man's hand, a gospel of mercy and love. 

Turning now to the positive side of the subject, 
the grounds on which the claim that woman should 
be admitted to the Christian ministry rests are two : 
that of justice to her; and that of public utility^ or 
service to the world. 

The claim on the score of justice to her may be 
briefly summed up in this way : Who is it that says 
she shall not enter the ministry ? Man. Who gives 
him authority thus to say > Does God } No. Does 
woman herself? No. How, then, does he get it } He 
assumes it. But he has no right to assume such au- 
thority. There are only two powers in this universe 
that have a right to debar from the Christian minis- 
try any woman who has the desire for it and the 
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ability to do its work well. One is her Creator. But 
he, by giving the desire and the qualifications, ex- 
presses in the most unmistakable of all known ways 
his permission to her to enter it. The other is her- 
self. For man to keep her out, because he can, is 
no more just than it would be for her to keep him 
out if she had the power. 

It would be well if men would try to look at this 
matter of right through woman's eyes. One of the 
most truly womanly of our American woman poets 
has written : — 

'< Yes, God has made me a woman ; 
And I am content to be 
Just what he meant, not reaching out 
For other things, since He 
Who knows me best and loves me most has ordered this for me. 

*' I am not strong and valiant, 
I would not join the fight. 
Or jostle with crowds in the highways, 
To sully my garments of white ; 
But I have rights as a womatiy and here I claim my right,— 

" The right to a life of my own, — 
Not merely a casual bit 
Of somebody else's life flung out, 
That, taking hold of it, 
I may stand as a cipher does after a numeral writ 
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" The right to gather and glean 
What food I need and can 
From the garnered stores of knowledge 
Which man has heaped for man. 
Taking with free hand freely, and after an ordered plan. 

" The right — oh, best and sweetest ! — 
To stand all undismayed 
Whenever sorrow, or want, or sin 
Calls for a woman's aid, 
Wfth none to cavil or question, by never a look gainsaid. 

" The fleet foot and the nimble foot 
Both seek the self-same goal ; 
The weakest soldier^s name is writ 
On the great army-roll ; 
And God, who made man's body strong, made, too, the woman's 
souV 

As to the claim that the ministry should be opened 
fully to woman on the score of public utility or ser- 
vice to the worldy much more is to be said. 

I have already tried to make it clear that this 
question ought not to be complicated with the very 
different question of the relative superiority or infe- 
riority of man and woman. Which is the superior 
depends upon the standard by which we measure. 
Measured by the masculine standard, man is the 
superior; measured by the feminine, woman is the 
superior. Which of the two is the truer standard ? 
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Has any one a right to say? Probably the truth is, 
each has superiorities in certain directions. I think 
the experience of woman in the ministry thus far is 
making it increasingly clear that, if man possesses 
certain qualifications for the ministry which woman 
does not (as he undoubtedly does), on the other hand 
she as certainly possesses certain qualifications which 
he does not. In other words, if he is stronger in cer- 
tain elements of success, she is stronger in others ; 
and it seems reasonable, therefore, to say that a 
Christian ministry, to be completely furnished, should 
be enriched by the gifts of both. Just as music, and 
literature, and art, and education, and society are 
enlarged and ennobled when wopan enters them, so 
the Christian ministry must wait for woman's advent 
before it can rise to its greatest and most beneficent 
power in the world. 

It will perhaps be profitable if I point out two or 
three ways in which woman seems able to supple- 
ment man as preacher and pastor; that is, seems 
able to bring new and fresh offerings, with a fra- 
grance and sanctity different from his, and not less 
precious, to add to those which he is permitted to 
lay upon the altar of service to God and man. 

First of all, I think that woman is fitted by her 
nature to be, as a rule, a better pastor than man. 
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Besides having more tact, and greater ease of adapta- 
tion to circumstances, she understands human nature 
better, and has a greater power of sympathy. She 
can often go into a home where a man cannot, and 
into a sick-room where a man cannot, and put herself 
into sympathetic, helpful relations with all classes of 
persons to a degree that man cannot. There seems 
to be somewhat of a tendency among many ministers 
to-day (ministers who are men) to let the pastoral 
office fall into decadence, because they find them- 
selves not well adapted to it. Thus there is a great 
loss. I think nothing will do so much to correct this 
as woman's presence in the ministry. 

Again, I think that in the ministry to children and 
young persons woman has a clear advantage. She 
has more sympathy with and a keener insight into 
young life than has man. As these qualities make 
her the natural teacher of childhood and youth, so I 
think they no less make her the natural minister of 
the same. 

Further, I think woman is naturally more fluent 
than man. I mean, I think, as a rule, she has a 
readier gift of happy, graceful, winning speech. 

I think the tendencies of her mind are somewhat 
more of a concrete or practical order; that is, run 
naturally more to subjects of life, duty, consecration, 
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and less to subjects of thought, speculation, doctrinal 
theory, criticism, scholarship. Thus her preaching 
would naturally be somewhat more to the conscience 
and heart, and less to the cold intellect, which at 
least in liberal churches would doubtless be an ad- 
vantage. 

I think she has a more tender and sensitive nature, 
which would make her a better comforter of the 
afflicted, and helper of the weak and tempted, than 
men generally are. 

I think she is generally more interested in charities, 
philanthropies, and moral reforms than is man, and 
thus, if she were in the pulpit, would make it more of 
a power than it ever has been against drinking, 
gambling, war, and social impurity, and in favor of 
those public movements generally which look to the 
drying up of vice, crime, and suflFering. 

Still further, I think her moral ideals are very 
generally loftier, and her insight into spiritual truth 
finer and deeper, than man's. If this be so, then 
would not only her preaching, but her whole influence 
as a minister, be more nobly religious, and more full 
of quickening, inspiring, transforming power ? 

This brings me to the thought of the strange one- 
sidedness of not only the ecclesiastical institutions 
but of the prevailing theology of almost all Christen- 
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dom. Not only are all the great churches officered 
and controlled by men, but their religious doctrinal 
systems are man-made systems. Into them no 
woman has been permitted to pour her gentler and 
more loving spirit. Even among the writers of the 
Bible, no woman appears, — a fact we cannot but 
regret, when we remember that man represents 
only one-half of humanity, and to his stronger soul 
woman's purer and finer must be united before we 
can have a perfect instrument for the revelation of 
the divine in human nature. It should be said in jus- 
tice, however, that, while no book of our Sacred 
Scriptures is the product of a woman's pen, yet the 
ancient Jewish people held woman in exceptionally 
high esteem and honor, and her influence comes 
to us not slightly in many indirect ways in both 
Testaments. 

Not so, however, when we come to the ecclesiasti- 
cal institutions and the formulated theologies of 
Christendom. These are almost exclusively man's 
works. They are the products of those long dark 
centuries when Christianity was not only in the 
hands of man, but of man removed the farthest 
possible from the humanizing influence of woman 
and the home. They are the products of man the 
celibate priest and monk. This explains, in part, why 
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we have woman today shut out from the ministry. 
This explains why we have theologies so hard and 
dark, containing doctrines that never could have 
been laid as an iron yoke upon the world if woman 
with her more humane and loving nature had had a 
voice in the matter. It is to correct this hurtful one- 
sidedness of our ecclesiastical institutions, but es- 
pecially of our theologies, that we want woman given 
her rightful place beside man in the shaping of 
everything that pertains to our churches and our 
religion. 

It is not without reason that Oliver Wendell 
Holmes exclaims: — 

''Would that the heart of woman warmed our creeds 1 
Not from the sad-eyed hermit's lonely cell, 
Not from the conclave where the holy men 
Glare on each other, as with angry eyes 
They battle for God's glory and their own, J 

Till, sick of wordy strife, a show of hands 
Fixes the faith of ages yet unborn, — 
Ah, not from these the listening soul can hear 
The Father's voice that speaks itself divine 1 
Love must be still our Master, till we learn 
What he can teach us of a woman's heart, 
We know not His, whose love embraces all." 

In like vein writes Frances Power Cobbe: "If 
there be, as I humbly believe and trust, in the nature 
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of our great Parent above, certain characters of ten- 
derness and sympathy with His creatures which are 
more perfectly shadowed, more vividly reflected, in 
the love of human mothers for their children than by 
aught else on earth, — if there be, in short, a real mean- 
ing in the old lesson that God created woman as well 
as man in His own image, the image being only com- 
plete in the complete Humanity, — then I think it fol- 
lows that there is urgent need that woman's idea of 
God should have its due place in all our teaching of 
religion. I think that there must be truths in this 
direction which only a woman's heart will conceive, 
and only a woman's lips can teach ; truths, perchance, 
which have come to her when baby-fingers have 
clung round her neck in the dark while infant trust 
overcame infant terror, and she has asked herself, 
was there anything in heaven or earth which could 
make her cast down to destruction, or even let slip 
from her clasp of care and guardianship, the helpless 
little child thus lying in her arms, — a living parable 
of all our race in the everlasting arms of God ? " 

My plea for opening the Christian ministry fully, 
freely, gratefully to woman, just as so many other 
spheres of human life have opened to her and found 
blessing in so doing, is now complete. It only re- 
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mains to me, in closing, to say a word upon the 
particular connection of this subject with Liberal 
Christianity. 

It is undoubtedly from Liberal Christianity that 
most is to be expected for woman. This we con- 
clude both from a survey of what has already been 
accomplished, and from a study of the nature of 
Liberal Christianity itself. As we have seen, three 
denominations have for many years welcomed woman 
to the ministry on an equality with man; namely, 
the Quaker, the Universalist, and the Unitarian. In 
the last two named of these bodies, she is to-day 
occupying good pulpits, is doing generally admi- 
rable work both as a preacher and as a pastor, finds 
her sex little if any hindrance to her in securing 
settlements, and everywhere is accorded the same 
privileges, the same opportunities for influence, and 
the same respect that are given to ministers who 
are men ; whereas, among the Quakers she has, dur- 
ing all the history of that body, filled nearly as large 
a place as a preacher as has man himself. 

On the other hand, no orthodox body has opened 
its regular ministry to woman, though in several she 
is coming to have a very much enlarged sphere of 
work, including speaking in public, and even under 
certain conditions speaking from pulpits. Indeed, in 
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connection with two or three, she has received a sort 
of irregular ordination. But the bodies among 
whom she finds this increased recognition and free- 
dom are the more liberal of the orthodox bodies, as 
the Methodist, the Baptist (ecclesiastically broad, 
even if not theologically so), and the Congregation- 
alists ; and, moreover, the men in those bodies who 
favor this enlargement of her sphere are the more 
liberal men of their bodies, some of whom, indeed, 
can only by the use of much latitude of speech be 
classed as orthodox at all. 

This difference in the ways of looking at and treat- 
ing woman, by Orthodoxy and Liberal Christianity, 
is inherent in the very nature of the two systems. 
Orthodoxy is fixed; Liberal Christianity is plastic. 
Orthodoxy is of the letter; Liberal Christianity is 
of the spirit. Orthodoxy is of Paul; Liberal Chris- 
tianity is of Christ. Liberal Christianity is a dis- 
tinct effort to get religion purified, sweetened, 
humanized ; it is impossible, therefore, that it should 
ignore woman's influence, who has always been pre- 
eminently the sweetener, purifier, and humanizer of 
the world's life. Liberal Christianity is a distinct 
protest against castes and monopolies in religion; 
against inspirations and revelations and church privi- 
leges confined to any one age or rape or clg-s^s or sex. 
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It believes that Jew and Gentile, bond and free, 
black and white, male and female, are alike before 
God. Orthodoxy, to find out what the church should 
be, — its officers, its ordinances, its polity, its doc- 
trines, its ministers, — looks backward. There, in 
Geneva or Wittenberg or Westminster or Rome or 
Jerusalem, it finds its models and its authorities. 

True, Liberal Christianity looks backward, too, for 
suggestions, for lessons of wisdom, to gather the fruit 
of the experience of the ages, but not for authorities 
or fixed models. Its ideals^ ever rising with human- 
ity's progress, are its models; the truth as it appears 
in the light of every new to-day is its authority. It is 
not strange, therefore, that Orthodoxy's inquiry con- 
cerning woman's entrance into the ministry should 
be : What is laid down in the Discipline } What is 
the established usage of the Church } and, espe- 
cially, What says the Sacred Book.^ It would not 
be true to its nature — it would not be Orthodoxy — 
if it did not ask these as its primary questions. On 
the other hand. Liberal Christianity as necessarily 
asks the very different questions : What is right } 
What is good } What says the ever-living Spirit of 
God that speaks not only through the Bible, but 
through all the wisdom and experience of men } and, 
especiajly^ Is woman herself desirous to enter this 
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high calling? and, Has her Creator endowed her 
with gifts to be useful in it ? If so, then it denies 
the right of any man or any ecclesiastical authority 
on earth to say her nay. Thus is Liberal Chris- 
tianity the one form of religion in our day that dares 
to step out into the full light of the nineteenth cen- 
tury and declare woman and man equals in the 
church, and to invite both alike to its pulpits and its 
altars. 

Not that it would have either become the other, 
or have either lose those characteristics which make 
woman woman, or man man. Not that it would have 
woman come, trying to bring to the altar man's gifts, 
or man woman's. 

Rather does the larger and clearer-visioned Chris- 
tianity which is coming to the world say: To the 
high service which God and humanity demand, let 
man bring his brain, and woman hers, each differing 
from the other ; yet who shall say which is the better 
fashioned for apprehending that truth which the 
world needs for its life ? Let both bring their hearts, 
with all their diverse, often strangely diverse, wealth 
of affection ; let both bring their consciences, attuned 
to different keys of moral concords and harmonies ; 
let both bring their different experiences, those of 
one richer on this plane and those of the other 



